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The Thesis Illustrated
James 2:15-17

“If a brother or sister is naked and destitute of daily food, and one of you says to them, "Depart in peace, be warmed and filled," but you do not give them the things which are needed for the body, what does it profit? Thus also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead.”

Introduction: The Subject is “Helping the Poor”
I. The Picking of the Illustration – 2:15
“If a brother or sister is naked and destitute of daily food,”

A. It is an Appropriate Illustration – There was a famine in the land,
Acts 11:27-30 

﻿“Now in these days there came down prophets from Jerusalem unto Antioch. And there stood up one of them named Agabus, and signified by the Spirit that there should be a great famine over all the world: which came to pass in the days of Claudius. And the disciples, every man according to his ability, determined to send relief unto the brethren that dwelt in Judea: ﻿which also they did, sending it to the elders by the hand of Barnabas and Saul.
Josephus, the Jewish historian said that the famine happened in AD 46.

B. It is a Repetitive Theme
“Pure religion and undefiled before our God and Father is this, to visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to keep oneself unspotted from the world.” (1:27)
﻿“For if there come into your synagogue a man with a gold ring, in fine clothing, and there come in also a poor man in vile clothing; 3﻿and ye have regard to him that wears the fine clothing,” (2:2)
C. It is Only Representative
It is a necessary work one of many possible works. It is not the only work.
D. It is Diagnostic
If you don’t do this, you have profited him nothing.
II. The Presentation of the Illustration - 2:16
“and one of you says to them, "Depart in peace, be warmed and filled," but you do not give them the things which are needed for the body, what does it profit?”

A. It Concerns a Fellow Believer - “one of you” are/is a believer!
B. The Brother or Sister as Physical Needs – “life threatening physical needs”
1. He Needs Clothes
2. He Needs Food
C. The Non-Doer Says Something - “one of you says…”
1. Go Away
2. Be Warmed
3. Be Filled
D. The Non-Doer Does Nothing - “but you do not give them the things which are needed for the body”
“I was hungry and you formed a humanitarian club and discussed my hunger. I was imprisoned and you crept off quietly to your chapel in the cellar and prayed for my release. I was naked and in your mind you debated the morality of my appearance. I was sick and you knelt and thanked God for your health. I was homeless and you preached to me the spiritual shelter of the love of God. I was lonely and you left me alone so that you could pray for me. You seem so holy, so close to God, But I am still very hungry, lonely and cold.”
III. The Point of the Illustration – 2:17
“Thus also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead.”

· Just as saying and not doing is dead, as far as the needed one is concerned.
· Just so faith without works is dead, as far as your Christian life goes.
· Doing nothing gets you nothing. You do not get something out of nothing.

· In other words, “You reap what you sow.”
IV. The Explanation of the Illustration – 2:17
A. The Explanation of that Faith – the “faith by itself”
What James Does Not Say:

· That Faith does not Exist in the Non-Doer
· That Non-Doer Never had Faith

· That Non-Doer does not now have Faith
· That the Non-Doer is Dead, (only his faith is dead/inactive)
What James Does Say:

1. That the Non-Doer  (the “one who says…”) has Faith
2. However, since HIS faith didn’t do anything, HIS faith is dead.
Question: What does James mean by dead?  -- OR – 

Why use the word “dead” to describe a faith that is not working?
A. The Explanation of Dead 

Nicole says, “dead not as to quality but as to effect”. Note the figurative uses of the word “dead”

1. Outside the Bible 
· Dead Right or Wrong – absolutely; completely.
· Dead Letter Office – lacking the customary activity; dull; inactive.
· Dead Drunk – not able to function properly.
· Dead Silence or Stop – total stoppage of motion or activity.
· Dead Water – not moving or circulating, stagnant; stale

· Dead Law – no longer current or prevalent, as in effect, significance or practice.

· Dead Capital – not fruitful, unproductive.
· Dead Battery – no longer functioning, operating or productive.
· Dead Passions or affections - Lacking sensitivity of feeling; insensitive.

· Dead Duck - 
2. Inside the Bible
· Romans 4:19 – Abraham’s body was Dead
· Romans 4.19 – Sarah’s womb was Dead
· Romans 7:8 – Sin apart from the Law is Dead
· Romans 7:9 – Paul Himself Died
· Romans 8:10 – The Believer’s body is Dead
· Luke 15:24, 32 – The Prodigal son was Dead
· Hebrews 6:1; - “repentance from Dead work”
· Hebrews 9:14 – “cleanse your conscience from Dead works”

· Revelation 3:1 – “I know your works… that you are alive, but you are Dead”
3. James is Dealing with “Physical” Life and Death Issues -
James 1:21

“Receive the implanted Word which is able to save your life from physical death.”
James 5:20
“Faith without works cannot save a soul from the “physical” death-dealing consequences of sin.”

James 2:15-17 - Can your faith [alone] save your brother from physical death – lacking the necessities of life? NO! Then your faith is dead as far as he is concerned.

Conclusion: Once we get past the idea that death has to mean death in hellfire and tune in to the context of James, it all makes sense.
· James is not saying that the person who has faith and not works is physically dead.
· James is not saying that he is spiritually dead, that is, having never been regenerated or born again, made alive in Christ.

· James is saying that the beloved brother who has faith without works is figuratively dead, passionately insensitive to his fellow brother’s needs. This kind of faith is unproductive and profits nothing for all involved.
[There is no such things as an unsaved person who believes in and receives Jesus’ message of the promise of eternal life.]
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